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The PRESILENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RETIRING ALLOWANCES
AND PENSIONS,

Hom, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM asked
the Chiet Seeretary: What was the amount
of—({a) retiring allowances; and (b) pen-
siong paid by the Government during the
financial year ended 30th June last?

Hon. 8ir EDWARD WITTENQOM:
With your permission, Sir, I should like ta
make a brief personal explanation.

The PRESIDENT: Tt is very wnusual,
but if the hon. member is brief, I shall ac-
eept it as a personal explanation.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM: |
know it is unnsual to supplement any for-
mal guestion with remarks. My objeet is
to assist the Chief Secretary in making his
reply. At present this State is receiving
from the Federal Government somethiny
like 1% millions per annum in pensions tn
disabled soldiers und war widows and old
age pensioners, and I think the public
should know the amount of money ecireu-
lated amongst people who contribute noth-
ing to the revenne and who, in many in-
stances, receive free hospital treatment and
accommodation. Therefore T ask the Leader
of the House to supplement the information
as to the amount granted by the Federsl
Government by letting us know how muel
is paid by the State Govermment in pen-
sions and allowances.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I shall be
pleased if the hon member will postpore his
question in order to give me time to secure
the information.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Yes,
certainly, for as long as the Leader of the
House likes, provided he gives us a satisfac-

tory reply.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1)—£1,900,000.

Reveived from the Assembly and read a
lirst time.

Standing Orders Suspension.,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (llon. J. M.
Drew—Central [4.36]: | move—

That sp much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable the Supply
Bill to be taken into consideration forthwith
and pagsed through its remaining stages at
this sitting.

The authorisation granted by l'arliament
last session is exhausted, and although oc-
casionally this Government and previous
Governments have gone into Augzust heforn
seeking authorisations, still that is not de-
sirable, for it is not strictly constitutional
Owing to the earlier meeting of 1'arliament
this year, we are in a pusition to approach
Parliament in good time. [ shall be glad
if the House consents to the suspension of
the Standing Orders in order that the Bill
may be considered and, if thought fit, passed
through all its stages during the present
sitting.
Question put and passed.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (llon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [4.407 in moving ihe see-
ond reading said: This is the usnal Bill
at this period of the year. Two months’
Supply is asked for. Tt is based on esti-
mated requirements for the first two months
of this year under the following heads:—

£
Consolidated Revenue Fond .. 850,000
General Loan Fund 720,000
Sale of Government Property
Trust Fand 30,000
£1,600,000
And for Treasurer’s Advauce 300,000

Taotal . £1,900,000

This is slightly less than for same period
of last year. Last year Supply was:—
£

Congolidated Revenue Fund 850,000
Genera)d Loan Fund . 750,000

Sale of Government TProperty
Trust Fund 10,500
Treasurer’s Advance 300,000
Total £1,910,500
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The Estimates have heen drafted, and are
now under revision. They may be preseu-
ted before further Supply is asked for.
There is no variation in the general Esti-
mates for this year. It is the Govern-
ment’s intention to deal with amounts
placed in suspense during the last two years
pending the passing of the Finanecial Agree-
went Bill. Members will be given an op-
portunity to decide on the allveation of thi-
money. During the year a further amoun:
ot £350,000 was added to the Suspense A¢.
count, making a total of £700,000. There
is also an amount of £150,000 held in v
serve for group settlement losses, havi:

been placed there in 1926-27. It is, to I
regretted that fast year did not turm
out as satisfactorily as was expected.
This was the vesult of the season
not being favourable in certain distriets.
Revenue fell short of the estimate by
£274,761. This shortage was divided be-
tween two divisions, namely Land, Mining,
Timber, Territorial and Public Ttilities.
Fach head of Territorial was below the esti-
wate, land rent: by €11,775, mining by
¢1,275, and timher by £61,235 The short-
age of land revenue was divectly attribut-
able to the unfavourable season; that of
mining was unimportant, but the falling
off in timber receipts was serious. The fim-
ber trade was very depressed last year. Ex.
j:ort showed a serious decline, the value be-
ing €304,048 below the previous year. This
in turn reacted on the Railways, timber
haulage being one of the most profitable
lines.  Bunbury Harbonr, where the bulk
of timber exported ix handled, also suffered,
the revenne being only slightly more than
kalf of the estimated amount. The principal
deficiency was, however, in the ratlways, the
eollections heing £416,508 less than was an-
ticipated. This wos offvet to a certain ex-
tent by o siving of expenditure of £49,432.
The loss on the railways was due to the two
causes already meantioned, viz., partial fail-
ure of the season, and depression in the tim-
ber trade, With the exception of the items
mentioned (Territorial and Railways) the
revenue was well wp to expectations, and
mmou majority ol cases exeeeded the esti-
mate. On the expenditure =i:le there was
a savipg of €O3001, most of departments
keeping within their votes, As a result of
the Thepital Bill failing to pass, there was
#nexeess of approximately £7,000 on thai
divi<ion, The Police vote was exceeded by
approximasteiy €500, the result of the re-

cent award. Expenditure was closely
watched and kept well in hand. The child
welfare vote was short of requirements by
approximutely £26,000, principally for out-
docr relief. Prospects for the coming year
appear bright. To date the season has been
most favourable in the farming and pastoral
areas. Wheat prices, which were so low
recently have improved, and there seems
no doubt that they will be much better than
wits expected a few months ago. The timber
trade also appears to be improving. A
greater interest is heing taken in mining,
paittienlarly in the North-West. Recent de-
velopments in tin mining in Yilgarn are
promiging. I move:—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [4.47]: Although I do not intend
to oppose the Bill, there are one or two
points arising out of it that we might well
consider. I refer to the expenditure in
eonnection with unemployment, and the
method of condncting the railway system.
I do not know how much has been spent
on the unemployed, but whatever has been
spent in that direction has to a large ex-
tent been wnnecessary. We should do away
with the Arbitration Cowrt. That tribunal
has set up a rate of wages which very few
people are able to pay, with the resulé that
numbers of persons are out of employment.
Were it not for that court hundreds of
these men, particularly those who wish to
work, could get employment. Instead of
obtaining work, they find that foreigners
are allowed fo eome in, hecause the court
has fixed wages that the employers cannot
pay to other people. These wages the
Britisher dare not accept because of the
leaders of the unions. It is illegal for a
worker to accept a wage that is helow the
award rate. We also know that the heads
of the unions would come down quickly
upon him if he did accept it. My theory
in regard to unemployment is that, if a rate
of wage were current that employers were
able to pay, there would be plenty of work
for all without it heing neres<ary to employ
foreirners. I admit that some of tle un-
emploved are unemplovable, Thiz is a
matter thul shonld he earefully considered
by the Government. The next point is that
the ruilways are not paving. They are in
the hunds of a Commissioner. The Gov-
ernment nre 1ot supposed to interfere with
him, tmt they are continnally deing so.
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They commenced last year by giving long
service leave, which cost a lot of money.
The Arbitration Court also increased the
basiec wage by 2s. & week, which means a
further burden upon the railways of
£52,000. This matter, too, requires careful
consideration. The finaneial position not
only of Western Australia, but of the whole
Commonwesalth, demands that rigorous
economy and efficient administration should
be the order of the day. All these things
should be carefully looked info and handled
in a manner very different from what has
heen done in the past.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.50]: The Bill should not be allowed teo
pass without some observations from mem-
bers. I am glad to hear Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom’s views. The Chief Secretary indi-
cated that the authorisations previously
eranted had now heen exeeeded. I was
hopeful that, having regard for the serious
financial strain cast upon some of the other
States, and the conditions in connection
with the various primary and other indus-
tries in the different States, rigid care
would have been exercised with our finances,
and that the Chief Secretary would not
have had to repori that the anthorisations
had been exceeded. The Government have
found themselves in the position that the
estimated revenue, notwithstanding the buoy-
ancy of our State, has not been realised.
I venture to think that, in making up
the estimates of revenue, the Minister in
charge of a department should be guided,
not by the buoyancy of the State itself,
hut should face the worst possible
posifion the State conld reach. If the
manager of a company were asked to make
an estimafe of production on a certain basis,
he would exercise care to see that this was
made on conservative lines,

Hon. J. R. Brown: Do not vou think the
Government have done that?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 feel, from the
tact that the listimates that were antiei-
pated by Ministers were not reached, this
iz evidence that a conservative method of
making them up was not used. That
eare which could have heen exercised in
a matter of this kind does not appear to
have been taken. A carefnl and rigid sup-
ecvision ought to he exercised monthly of
the expendiure of all departments, so that

the possibility of the estimates of expendi-
ture heing exceeded might be avoided. I am
glad to hear from the Chief Secretary that
in certain departments the actnal expendi-
ture alloted to them has not been exceeded,
and that, in faet, it has not been reached,
That is highly commendable, and stands to
the credit of Ministers in control of those
departments, We are passing through such
a stape when we require to exercise the
greatest care in all financial questions. It
is not sufficient for us to be unduly buoyed
up by the hope that we are going to enjoy
a bountiful season that must react to our
benefit. That should be no justification for
the Government spending money extrava-
gantly. There i1s every reason why abundant
tare should be exercised, and everything pos-
sible done to put our finances into a proper
eondition. We are borrowing from year to
year. In the course of a few years we shall
find that our interest bill has mounnted up to
4 largely annual inereased liability. It was
estimated, when we were dealing with the
Financial Agreement and other finanecial
guestions, that we would require to horrow
abont five millions a year. Out of this a
certain proportion would go towards re-
paying loans that might be maturing, but
the larger part would be used in public
expenditure. The Chief Secretary will tell
us that the expenditure will be directed into
proper reproductive channels. 1 do not
know how far it may be reproduetive. I
hope Ministers fully realise that we are
adding to our national debt. We are leav-
ing behind us a legacy of a big interest
hil, and are increasing that bill from time
to time. The more we can bring to hear
upon matters of pgovernment the ordinary
huginess rule of living within onr means,
and making our revenue and expenditure
balance, the better will it be for Govern-
ments at large. T have no intention of op-
posing the Bill, for the affairs of Govern-
ment must he carried on. I suggest, how-
ever, we should have a double assurance
from Ministers that greater care will he
exercised in all financial questions than has
been exercised in the past. I may quotd
as an instance of the necessity for this, the
great amount of waste that has taken place
in eonnection with many public works. If
that can be avoided the State will henetit.
That will tend to prevent the piling up of
debt, and the more we ean do that the
better will it be. T shall vote for the second
reading of the Bill.
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HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[4.57]: It is not my intention to oppose the
Bill. T fully endor=e the views of previous
speakers as to the nceessity for economy.
Whilst the Chief Secretury was speaking, a
statemont thai was made to me ecame to my
mind, indicating that in some departinents
those in authority are not following the hest
methods for con-erving the interests of the
State, and are not using as profitably as
possible the opportunities they have at their
command. The matter I refer to concerns
an arez of land in the South-West that was
taken over for forestry purposes. On this
area is growing a considerable guantity of
jarrah of serond-class quality. There is nof
enough timber to justify the erection of a
mill, but quite suffietent, to justify sleeper
cutting and the marketing of the timher by
that means. [ understand that a sleeper con-
tractor approuched the Forests Department
when he knew the timber in (uestion was to
be ringbarked, and asked for a permii to
cut sleepers from it. He was met first of
all by an inspector and was told he might
go on hewing at a voyalty of about 16s. per
load.

Hon. J. Nicholson: In the square or in the
round?

Hon, W, J. MANN: I cannot say, but the
point T wish to make is that it was not a
payable proposition for the man to go in
and hew. The position i5 that the timber
has heen ringbarked and will remain there
and die. Had the Forests Department seen
fit to aceept a reasonable royalty, a number
of men would have gone on hewing and that
wonld have had some effect in the way of
redueing uneraployment and at the same time
the State would have been receiving the ad-
vantage of the product in other directions,
principally by the money that the work
would bring into the State, while incidentally
the railways would have derived some rev-
enue. That is only one instance that has
been brought under my notice recently and
while [ do not know whether the Govern-
ment are aware of it, 1 contend that in-
stances of this description should be in-
quired into and the department concerned
should be told plainly that it is their duty
to make the hest possible use of the produects
over which they have control. I support the
Bill,

HON. A. LOVEEIN (Metropolitan}
[53]: I would not have said anything on
this Bill had it not been for the remarks of
Sir Bdward Wittenoom and my colleague

Mr. Nichol-on., Hir Edward Wittenoomn put
up a problem whieh I am afraid even a wise
Solomen could not solve. We uust face the
po-itii. To bemin with we ave confronted
withi a very high cost of living tor which this
State is not in any way responsible; it has
heen hrought about hy legislatinn over which
we have ynacticatly no control.

Ilen. Sir Edward Wittenoum: The Arh-
tration Comrt.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: [ refer to the
tavill as beig responsible for the high cast
of living and then comes in the point raised
by the hon. member, Men must have a living
wage: evervone will admit that, and in
orider that they may have a living wage we
have Arbit-ation C(ourts that go into the
matfer and say that so mueh iy the smallest
amount on whieh a man can live in ordinary
comfort. Then it is decreed that that man
shall he paid a cortain wage. I do not think
any objection can be taken to that.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: They de
not take into aceount what the employer can
afford to pay.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: 1t is not a question
whether the employer can afford to pay in
that connection, although it has something
to do with it, hut we have first of all the high
cost of living and secondly we must keep
the man alive. When we have kept the man
alive we find that he eannot produce suffi-
cient of a marketable value to pay the wages
he reecives, and no indusiry ean be carried
on unless it is eonducted at a profit, cer-
tainly not at a loss as one of the unemployed
declared at the meeting in the Town Hall the
other night. The only alternative is that the
man cannot be employed, and so we move
along a vicious eivele. Men have still to be
fed hecause they have no employment and
heavy calls are made upon the Child Welfare
and other departinents to keep body and soul
together, Thus, in order to recoup the Child
Welfare and other departments, additional
laxes have to be imposed.

Hon. J, R. Brown: What has that to do
with the 13ill?

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: It has a good deal
to do with it. More {axes have to be imposed
and  so  we further eripple indusiyy,
T do not pretend to he able to find
a wolution of the gnestion, and 1 e
not think anyone else can. There
are, however, some ways in whirh
we can ameliorate the position. Mr,
Mann has just referred to sleeper cutting
ancl the payment of a rovalty of 16s. The
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vutters were willing fo give this, but on the
other hand—and this is our fanlt—there is
125, a load to bhe paid by wny of insuranee
premivms. This is the amount required to
insure men who cut sleepers. It has been
feund by the insurance companies that to
insure these men the vates must be put up
to 400s. per cent.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The State Departnent
has not done that.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: If the State do not
put up their rates, the taxpayer is called
upon to make good the difference because
the average numher of accidents is the same
whether it is an insurance company that 1
nfterted or the State Department. It has
been found on investization by the insmr
ance companies, and perhaps hon, members
will be surprised when I tell them this, that
Southern Europeans, who are more callous
of their bodies than Fnglishmen, have been
known to cut off one or two or more of
their fingers or toes in order to secure the
insurance money. Then they go home to
Dalmatia and other places and on the com-
pensation they have received set themselves
upr as farmers. In consequence of the heavy
lossess sustained by the companies and
added to by the wicked arrangement we
have in the Aect in connection with the
nedieal fees—

Hon. J. Nicholson: Call it folly.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The companies are
obliged to put up their premiums to £20
per cent, to cover timber hewers, and that
means 12s. on every load of sleepers turned
out.

Hon. 3, Nichalson: Tt means erippling
the industry.

Hon. A LOVEKIN: So that in conse-
yuenee of the cost of the sleepers it is not
possible to export them to South Afriea
and other places, and, as Mr. Mann has
pointed out, the timber is ringbarked and
allowed to go to waste, instead of being
turned to accouni. At the same time we
have a number of unemployed in owr midst
who could well be engaged in cutting the
timber. The Chtef Sceretary can verify
what T have said; in faet I ean produce a
statement that has heen cirenlated among
those of ns who are connected with insur-
anve companies, - It is a serious state of
things and iz eapable of heing altered. We
ougzht to be ahle to do something to check
the abuse of the Workers' Compensation
Aet, and reduce charges that are responsible
tor the inflation of premiums,

Hon. J. R, Brown: On a point of order.
1 wounld like to know whether the hon. mem-
ber is debating the Address-in-Reply or the
Bill before the House.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member is
discussing the Bill hefore the House, On
the granting of Supply to the Government
diseussion ean be unlimited.

Hon. .\. LOVEKIN: I am discussing ona
of those Bills in which I take it, the debate
can travel from Dan to Beersheba. There
is another direction also in which we can
ceonomise. I notice that whenever a de-
partment requires another officer, a request
is sent along to the Public Service Commis-
siover uand the position is advertised, and
later a new appointment iz made. There
shouldl be some check on that kind of thing.
This is not the time, faced as we are with
a deficit, when we can afford to extend our
service by making what 1 mizht eall more
ur less faney appointments. Then as a
means of alleviating unemployment we
should taekle the Workers' Compensation
Aet.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom:
away with the Avbitration Court.

And do

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [511]: I
had intended to let the Bill gzo through with-
out speaking, but some remarks of hon.
members, particularly those of Sir Edward
Wittenoon, may create a wrong impression
unless thev arc vebutted or eriticised. We
are all agreed that not only Western Aus-
tralia, but the whole of .Australia is up
against a very hard time of financial strin-
weney and that we have a long way to go
before we c¢an turn the corner and again
enter the road to prosperity. It is gene-
vally accepted that up to the last 12 or 18
months Australin has not felt the aftermath
of war as it has been felt by other countrics
that were closer lo the seat of action. Then
there is another factor that is responsible
to some extent for our present position and
it ig chargeable to the eitizens as well as to
any Government that may be in power. I
refer tn the monner in which we have heen
living heyond onr means. We have only to
o into S8t. George’s Terrace to see the
number of automobiles,

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoom: How do
you find out that people are living heyond
thetr means?

Hon. J. CORNELL: By daily contaet
with them, and perhaps a knowledge of the
salavies of individuals. It is well known
that after periods of good times there fol-
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low bad times, and that therefore we should
guurd ugainst extravagance, not only on the
part of the eitizens, bhut of Governments.
Taking mankind in the gross, we find that
e rarvely begins to think until one part of
his anatwiny i~ aitected, that part Dbeing

whete he tightens up his waist belt. We
talk gitbly aboat how to rectify eeo-
nomis  ditficulties, bat s is no new
problem; it i as old as  mankind,

Rete:ence has heen made by Sir Edward
Witienvom to the Arvbitration Court having
fixed a wage that ewployers canuof pay,
and he proceeded to say that if wages were
lower, employvers would employ more men.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Quite
right.

Hon. 4. CORNVELL: There are industries
that can pay any wage the court might fix.

Hon, 4, W, Miles: Very fow,

Hon. J. CORNELL: Still there are some,
and conversely there are some in which any
wage could not be paid.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenvom: Then why
the present unemployment !

Hon. J. CORNELL: An incident occurred
the other day that is well worth recounting
because it goes to show the present position
in regard to wages employment and the
law of supply and demand. A little time
ago the Court of Arbitration fixed the basic
wage af the peak point in the history of
Western Australia.  The whole Marxian
theory of soeinlism iz based on surplus
labour, that is to say, where surplus labour
prevails, the employer will forece down
wages. We in Western Ausiralia have
reached the peak point in the basie wage
and also the peak point in unemployment.
This shows that in eonnection with the fix-
ing of wages there is nothing in the Marx-
ian theory. Tt has been exploded. The
employer has not foreed down wages.

Hon. A Lovekin: What is the peak point
of unemplovment due to?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Lt is due to a variety
of eauses. T do not say that unemploy ment
here is due to migration from the other
States. 1| heard a very prominent man say
that migration conduced to unemployment.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The Premier him-
self said that.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If so, another fallacy
has been exploded.

Hon. J. Nicholson: But somne 4,000 per-
sons have come over within the last few
months,

Hon. 4. CURNELL: I am glad of those
interjections because experience gained dur-
ing the phase through which we are passing
Lius punetured a lot of shibboleths and false
prewises,  E migration rrom the Eastern
States has caused unemployment here, there
is & vomplete answer fo it—that we shouid
not allow wmigration.

Elon. .\ Lovekin: That does not follow.

Hon, J. Nicholson: That is an abnorma!
vandition,

tlon. J. CORNELL: One of the chiet
ciauses of unemployment is

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoom: The price
of wages eauses unemployment.

Hon. 3. CORNELL: The price of wage=
does not eause unemployinent.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom:
think it does.

Hon. J. CORNELL: An Ameriean onee
said to me that the theory of wages was
to get hack what vou paid and a little
more.

Hon, J. R. Brown:
that he gets it.

Hon, J. CORNELL: If ten men each pat
a thousand dollars into a concern and em-
ploy men at ten dollars a day and they dn
ounly eight dollars worth of work, it does
not need any elaborate calenlation to deter-
mine that such a econcern will soon go broke.

Member: Why talk in dollars

Hon, J. CORNELL: Well, pounds if the
hon. membeyr prefers it.

Hon. E, H. H. Hall: Does the workman
give back the valne of wages paid to him?

Hon. J. CORNELL: [ am arguing on the
hasis of the worker doing so.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: Tf he gives value,
the higher paid man is the vheaper man of
the two.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You dv not mean thot
there should be sufficient margin to repav
eapilal, but that there should be a suffi-
vient return on the capital.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Of couvse, If you
pay a man £10 a week and yom gel only
£10 worth of work, there will be no margin
or surplas for the industry. In British.
spenking communities to-day the legitinute
employer of labour and the only employer
worth considering is satisfied with a fair
margin of profit on the capital invested, and
desires no more. An emplover that wanted
any more would he better out of it. I am
satisfied that is the general feeling of all
decent employers thronghont the English-

Well, I

And the boss secs



{3t Jory, 1929.] 14

speaking world. Now I come to the point
raised by Sir Edward Wittenoom that a
lower wage would solve the problem of un-
employment because employers cannot al-
ford to pay high wages. i know and Mr.
(Glasheen and other country memnbers know
that throughoui the agricultural areas to-
day there are settlers paying more for clear-
ing than the Agricultural Bank allows. Un-
employment being rampant, they are con-
tent to pay morve and even stint themselves
hecause the work is worth it, though the
amount paid is more than the Agricultural
Bank is allowing. | move about a good
deal and come into coutact with many work-
ing men. Just as the employer of jabour is
satisfied there is something wrong with the
economic system, so the average thinking
workman is desirous of bringing about a
better state of affairs. Many of them ave
not enamoured of the system of arbitration.
They consider that so far from solving the
economic problemm, arbitration has abso-
lutely failed, and 1 do not think any critic
will dispute that. let us consider the posi-
tion of the Eastern States to-day as com-
pared with that of the early nineties. From
information 1 have received, unemployment
there to-day is almost as vampant as it wasia
the late eighties and early nineties, and yet
the base wage is the highest ever reached in
the history of Australia. Our system of arbi-
tration has not solved and never will solve
the economie situafion. The average work-
ing man is just as intelligent, honest and
conscientious when he gets an opportunity
to express his views—when no one is by to
put a hand over his mouth—as is any
other section of the community. I am satis-
fied that the worker is enually anxious as
any other seetion nf the community to find
a way out of the impasse thal has been
reached. Why he hangs on to the arbitra-
tion system, however, is from fear that if he
loses it and has no tribunal to approach,
unscrupulous employers may take advan.
tage of the position and foree him to work
for a meve pittance. Tt is necessary for
us to meet on common ground and tell the
working man that if he is prepared—as [
believe he is—to meet employers and other
citizens with the idea of finding a way out
of the present difficulty—

Hon. W. T. (lasheen: That has already
heen atiempted.

Hon, J, CORNELL: The time is not far
distant when the wisdom of that counrse will
he rerognized. What is retarding progress

in that divection is that many trades uuion
oliicials who ought to kuew better are em-
|Moying argunments that were used 30 years
azo but have no application to-lay in order
to keep the worker where he is.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The red rag element
i> keeping him there.

Hon. J. CORNELL: 1 do not say the red
rag element.

Hen. G. W. Miles: But I do.

Hon., J. CORNELL: I consider the red
rag element is pretty honest. We know
where they stand; we know what they are
going to do and thus we are able to deal
with them.

Hon. . W. Miles: Fhey are leading the
Eastern States unions to-day.

Hon, J. CORNELIL: The working man
in advized to resist any rveduction of wages
on the ground that what was done to him
A0 years age would be repeated to-morrow.
That doubt vught to be removed and, if it
could be rcmoved, 1 am satisfied the work-
ing mon would show himself as anxious as
any other member of the community to find
a way out of the diflienlty. It ean be con-
clusively proved that a workman receiving
Oz, per day 30 years ago was better oft than
a workman receiving £5 a week nowadays,
Thirty vears ago a man on 9s. 8 day could
huild & house for himself, Lut to-day he
cannot do so on a wage of £6 a week. I have
made these remarks heeause I am jealous
of any statement going forth from this
House that might admit of two construe-
tions being placed upon it. The time has
rome when we should reason together on
the econonmie sitantion. We ought to be
vandid enough to admit our mistakes and
fallacies. Not many yenrs ago I said I was
of opinion that the economie problem eould
be solved by Parliament. 1 am now con-
vineed that the economic problem is some-
thing entirely apart froms polities and that
no politieal congregation will ever solve it
by Act of Parliament. It ean be solved only
by mutual trust and eco-operation between
employems of labour and the men they em-
ploy.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [5.28]:
[ have listened to the debate with ereat in-
tevest, espeeially the referenees to the un-
serupulous employer—

Hon, L. H. Gray: Especially the farmer.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : The unserupu-
lous employer who we have been told took
advantage of his employeds 30 years ago
while at the same tiine the wage then paid
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was much more advantageons to the em-
picyee than the wage now paid. If the em-
1loyee was hetter off 30 years ago than he
iz on the wage he receives to-day, I fail to
see how the emplover of 30 vears ago with
all his worries and troubles could have been
accused of heing unserupulous,

Hon. J. Cornell: Thirty vears ago he
could keep what he was getting,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The troibles
that the employer had thirty years agon wore
just as numerous as troubles he has to-day.
But certainly he was not faced 30 years ago
with so many of those added burdens that
he has to take into consideration to-day. It
is due to the fetish that has grown up dur-
ing the last 30 years of borrowing money,
and keeping on horrowing in order to pay
interest on loans which have gone west, Thus
the employer to-day is faced with largely
inereased hurdens. Whereas the employces
have ohtained advantages through the Arbi-
tration Court, the employer now has to con-
form to rules laid down irrespective of the
umount of work obtained in return for the
wage he pays. .\s remarked by one hon.
member, it ecomes back to this, that the eco-
nomie position must be faced. Mr. Gray
interjected that the agrieulturist is not pay-
ing a reasonable wage, or something to that
effect,

Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: Mr. Gray does not go
in for farming, I notice.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : T assure Mr,
Gray that if he got well and truly out
amongst the farmers he would realise that
they are the backbone of the country. It is
the fall in the price of wool and the fall in
the price of wheat that have made the Federal
(overnment come to their senses and look
into the questivn of where their revenue is
to come from. Mr. Gray should realise that
most of the farmers who have employed lab-
our are struggling hard to retain their em-
plovees. But the farmers themselves are
hard hit. Their one objeet now is to carry
on; and it is extremely unsatisfactory to find
that in the case of any employees whom they
caunnt keep on, work is refused on Govern-
ment jobs being ecarried out in the loeality.
1 understand there iz an instruction from
headquarters that loeal men are not to be
employed on such jobs, and that Government
funds furnished to local hedies shall he ap-
propriated exclusively to the employment of
men sent from the eity. Those eircumstances
make it inereasingly ditficult for the people
in the country districts and for men who
liave gone out trom  the ity seeking

work there to understand the attitude of the
Government. Men bona fide looking for
work in the rural distriets find themselves
robbed of the opportunity of getting good
local Government jobs unless they first return
to the ¢ity. Thus con<iderable nmnhers have
been forced back into the metropolitan area
and are swelling the ranks of the unem-
ploved there. They realised that they could
remain out of employment indefinitely un-
less they returned to the eity. I hope the
position has been rectified, but I know that
it did exist. In faet, it was mentioned to
me at several centres. The country is
sereaming for men to do work, but a number
of men are not prepared to go into the rural
districts and perform the elass of work
available there. I was indeed sorry fo hear
from various leaders, the Premier in par-
ticular, that the influx from the Rastern
States, plus the foreigners, was responsible
for putting so many of our people out of
work. In my opinion it is a golden rule that
the more work done, the more work there is
to do. And it does not matter by whom the
work is done. The harder people work—
whether they are foreigners, or men from
the Eastern States—the more jobs there will
be for others.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It takes some time to
create the jobs, though.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: We know that
while many men are walking about unable
to secure work, numbers who go to the right
gquarter find work. However, work is not
to be got at the high rates fixed by the
Arbitration Court, with all the attendant
troubles such as the compensution sections
of the Workers’ Compensation Act.

Hon. E. H. Gray: There is no arbitration
in the hush; you are on your own there.

Hon. V. HAMERSELEY: Nothing of the
kind. We are subject to the rules. Such
things as the 44-hour week, which has been
granted to the railway employees, have a
demoralising effect and tend to swell the cost
of governing the country. We know there
has been a grest falling off in the value of
production in the divections T have men-
tinned, and it i1s matter for surprise that we
should be asked to grant the enormous s
of woney caleulated by the Government to
be necessary for Supply dnring the next
two month<. Everv ewmplever threnghout
the country has had to curtnil hix antieipa-
tions, and desives to see some similar action
on the part of the Government. If the Gov-
ernment adopt the attitude of refusing to
curtail their expenditure, the position will
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be most nnsatisfactory. 1 grant that the
Chief Seeretary said the expenditure now
proposed was about £10,000 less than for
the corresponding period of last year. The
Government ought not to proceed at the
same rate of spending when they know that
incomes will be reduced during the current
finaneial year. No one can escape the land
tax, but I am sure that returns from income
tax this year will be much smaller than pre-
viously. It is not only the Government who
are setting a bad example; I understand
that borrowings by practically all our local
bodies are greatly in excess of previous ex-
perience. The local hodies are not storing
up their revenues, Their calcrlations of the
eost of work nre much like those of the Gov-
ernment; the cstimates always go wrong.
In many instances they are exceeded by as
much as 140 per cent., or even 150 per cent.
To what is that due? Is it that the whole
community is running riot? Or has =ome-
thing gone wrong with the Arbitration
Court, owing to the inability of that tribunal
to dictate how much work shall be done in
return for the stipulated wage? I am in-
clined to think that that is what is wreng.
We must take stock of our position. The
Government mus{ resort to severe curtail-
ment of their expenditure, and publie lwdies
will have to do the same, seeing that all pri-
vate individuals are compelied to do it.
Many persons are experiending the groatest
dillienlty in getting through on their re.
duced incomes. I am convineed that many
employers are playing their part. It is not
their intention to reduce hands. But if they
have not the money to pay the hands, they
cannot go on employing them. Just as they
expect a fair deal from the workers, so they
are playing their part In carrying on,
developing and improving. There is a
general desire throughout the community to
do one’s share, but pecple do not want to
see ithe Government encouraging reckless
waste, or preaching a doctrine which will
cause many members of the community to
become dissatisfied.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [5.42]:
Following on the remarks of Mr, Hamer~
ley, T do not think any of us would accu-e
the present Government of indulging in
reckless or extravagant expenditure. In my
opinion the members of the present Minis-
try are fully seized of the importanee and
nevesyity of making every endeavour to
carry on the functions of the State as eco-
nomicaiiy as possible. It is the experience

of the Eastern States and other countries
that doring sach 2 period as we are now
experiencing, one of the worst things that
can happen is that those in charge of affairs
shouwld gef info a condition of panic and
embark on wholesale retrenchment. T am
not afraid to cxpress any difference of epin-
ton I have with the powers that bLe, but 1
have every faith that the present Govern-
ment will not he stampeded infe any action
of that kind.

Hon. W, T, Glasheen: Do you think these
speeches will stampede them !

Hou E. H. H,L HALL: 1 am somewhat
sor.y thot JMr. Cornell has just left the
Chamber. I helieve 1 am right in -aying
the hon. memher stated he would not have
spuken on this wmeasure, whieh I regard as
ot ereat importance, but that he wished to
vebut some remarks made by Sir Kdward
Wittenuen.  Perhaps [ way be exensed for
repeating: the well-worn phrase that finance
is govermment and that government is fin-
ance. It is strange to find an experienced
menther of the Chamber declaring that he
would not have spoken on the Bill but for
sucll 2 eonsideration. 1 rewret also that Sir
belward Wittenoom s not present at the
moment, beciuse 1 consider the Chamber
should be gratelnl to lim for having initi-
ated the present disewssion,  Duoving w
brief service in this louse I have hear
Mr. Cornell speak only a few times, It
his utterance to-night certainly represeats
the hest speech I have heayrd him make.
His was a very sensible and well-vensoned
speech, one that should appeal to every
member of the Honse. T am not positive
as to which partieular remarks of Sir
Edward Wiitercom Mr. Cornell wished to
rebut, but in the course of his speech, he
said that we had only to go down the streets
of Perth to note the extravagance of the
prople. We often hear references made to
the extravagance of the people, but when
he makes such a suggestion as that, T would
ask Mr. Cornell if it is not a fast that the
Savings Bank returns that are published in
the Press periodically, do not disclose the
fact that Australians are just about as
thrifty as the people in any other par* of
the world. How do those returns square
with his statement{ that we are indulging:
in a reckless orgy of expenditure? How
does it sguare with the suggestion that the
people are living far beyond their means?
Mr, Cornell’s remarks eaused me to won-
der who are the people that can finl mouey
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{o pot away in the Baving- Bank, 1 bave
coine to the vonelusion that those ko arve
most likely to be able to save mones vecu-
lerly are the wnge ecarmers,

Hon, J. T. Frapklin: Hear, hear!

Hon. E. H. 1. HALL: 1 am glad to not:
Mr. Franklin’s approval of that remark, for
1 should say he is 1 man who sheld know
something about the questien. I ain satis-
fied it is not the primary prodoeer who is
in a position (o pnt away his savings re-
qularly, T pruarantee that if we coubd get
& return dealing with the people who are
able to put away inoney in the Savings
Bank, we would find very few primary pro-
ducers among them.

Hon. J. R. Brown: They have the money
and the leisure,

Hon. E. H. H. HHALL: We are often told
that the primary producers represent the
backbone of the State, the people who are
produving the weelth of the State. The fact
is that many of those men are ahle to carry
on only by the good graces of the finanecial
institutions.

Hon. E. H. Gray: But those institutions
have good security.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That may be mo,
but the trouble is that the primary pro-
ducers have not got =sufficient noney al
their disposal to improve their holdings in
the way that is necessary if they are ta
absorb the unemploved.

Hon. J. R. Brown: They have spent their
money in buying up-to-date motor cars.

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: 1t is cheap and
easy to say that, Within the last few weeks
the effect of building np an interest bill by
the State hus been impressed upoh me hy
virtue of the position confronting many of
oar farmers. Recently it was my painful
duty to interview the Managing Traostee of
the Agricultural Bank on behslf of two
farmers who are highly respected in their
partienlar district and who are by no means
in a state of hankruptey. The Agrieultural
Bank tru-tees had insisted upon teking out
hills of =ale ovrr their property merely he-
cause it was elaimed that the time had come
when the State must insist npon them redue-
ing their liahilities. 1f a State department
i« to adopt that attitude, what right wonld
the State have (o eowplain if our bankers
adopted the same witttnde townrds Western
Amnstralia. IF the older memhers of this
Chambher, such as Mr, Cornel), who, T am
zlad to see, has returned to the Chamber,
were to sit silent and allow sueh a hoee

anthorisution as that eovered by the Sup-
ply Bill to pass in zilence, the want of con-
fidenre that extsts anmung ome sections of
the community in regard to members of
Parliamenl would receive an additional fil-
lip. At one stage of the dehate T heard
it snguested thst o wember was speaking
tu the oullery.

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenocom: There are
uot many in our gallery.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Sorely uot to our
wablery!

Hon K. H. B. HALL: Hon. wmembery
know to which gallery T refer. If we re-
inin silent when important messuores are
placed hefore us, then we shall fail in our
duty io those who sent us here. As a new
wember of this Chamber, I have heen en-
couraged to speak on the Bill heeause Sir
Edward Wittenoom initinted the diseussion,

Ilon, J, R, Brown: He was merely jest-
ng,

Hon, ¥, H. H. HALL: 8Sir Edward Wit-

tunomn  referred to  the Estimates of
rnilway  expenditnre  having  been  ex-
veedesl  and  we were told by the
Chiet  Becrvetary that the excess was
on  aceount of an  Arbitration Court

award. Why do we pay £2,000 a year to n
wentleman oceupying the position of Com-
missioner of Railways, if he is not to have
any control over the amount of money re-
quired to conduet his department?

Hon, C. F. Baxter: He can have no con-
trol over the Arhitration Court.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T am in aeecord
with the remarks of members who have
asserted that we must admit, irrespective of
party polities, that Arbitration Courts
thronghout Australia have proved failures.
Here we have a highly paid officer in charze
of the State’s largest business undertak-
ingz, and he is unable to control the expendi-
ture of his department.

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoom: And he is
free from political interference,

Hon, (1. W. Miles: He iu supposed to be
fiee from it.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Whenever the posi-
tion of the Australian States is referred
to, we are always reminded that we have a
fine asset in our railwavs. In England they
are owned by private companies, but in Aus-
tralia thev are State-owned. Althongh we
are in a fortunate position from that point
of view, we find in Western Australia that
the control of onr so-called business under-
taking is taken nut of the Commissioner's
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hands by the Arbitration Court, the mem-
bers of which cannot be expected to kmow
the inner workings of a department, the in-
tricacies of which have been made a life-
study by the Commissioner. Under those
conditions, is it any wonder that the Treas-
urer frames his Estimates and presents
them to Parliament only to find them ex-
ceeded and himself placed in the position
of having to say, ‘‘I am sorry the estimates
have heen exceeded becanse of Arbitration
Court awards."’

Hon. V. Hamersley: The Arbitration
Cvurt did not grant the reduced hours.

Hon. G. W, Miles: And who gave the
railway men their long-service leave?

Hon. E. H. Gray: Your party promised
it to them.

Hun. E. H. H. HALL: The Arbitration
Court cannot be saddled with the blame for
granting those coneessions to the railway
men.

Hon. G, W, Miles: Neither ean the Com-
missioner.

Hoen, E. H, Harris: That was the price for
the (Government coming back.

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: The Supply Bill
should not have been allowed to pass with-
nut diseussion, if only because of the neces-
sity to consider the serious unemployment
problem. To my mind, for a man like the
Premier to attribute our unemployment dif.
Heulty to the unemployed from the Eastern
States, is absurd. I fail to see how the
VPremier, who is a man of perspicacity, can
advance such a-suggestion.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Well, prove that he is
wrong,

Hon, E. H, H. HALL: If there is any
logie in the P’remier's remarks, how is it
that in all the States there is the unem-
ployment diffieulty? If the Premier claims
that our unemployment problem has been
created throagh people coming here from
the Eastern States, then Queensland, where
the people have enjoyed the benefits of Lab-
our rule for many years until quite vecently,
will he able to sav that in that State every-
thing would he all vight if it were uot for
the unemployed from New South Wales and
Vietoria. (ther States counld say the same
thinz. Tt is absolutely absurd!

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: You are
quite right: it was only an excuse.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: It was a mighty
poor exense, too. I realise if is wseless Lo

endeavour to fasten the blame on the Gov-
ernment. No reasopable man would wish
to do that. At the same time we desire
some hetter excuse than that advanced by the
Premier. We want some better reason for
the Gevernment failing to realise the serious-
ness of the present position. It is idle to
suggest, as we have heard, that if the Gov-
ernmenf were to provide work for all the
unemployed who are here to-day, there
would be a few thousands more in this State
in a few days. Mr. Fraser himself, when
moving the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply, expressed the belief
that the Government could have done
more for the unemployed. I am sorry that
the Government have not given us some in-
dication in econnection with the authorisa-
tion under the Supply Bill of what they
intend to do to assist the unemployed. Somsn
thing should be done to set aside the neees-
sary money right here and now, The unem-
pleyed diffienlty is apparent in all parts of
the world to-day, and the Government need
not be ashamed of its presence in this State.
It 15 a world-wide problem that has merely
become acute here in recent days. What
have the Government done to solve the diffi-
culty? To our shame be it said that in
Western Australia it has been left to a
band of women to take econcerted action fo
see that hungry men were fed. It is high
time the Governmen{ gave consideration to
steps that will relieve the situation.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Do not you think
they are doing it?

Hon, E. H, H. HALL: The hon. member
can answer that guestion for himself, He
knows the Governmeni are not doing it
We constantly hear it said that the unew-
ployed do not want work. I do not believe
that statement. There may be a minority
of them who are not very anxious to Zo
into the country districts to secure work,
I believe Mr. Hamersley said there was
plenty of work available in the country
districts, I can speak of the Geraldion
distriet only. and there is not plenty of
work there.

Hon, (+. W. Miles: And Mr. Hamersley
did not malke that statement, either.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Yes, he did.

Hon. E. IT. H, HALL: There are many
foreigners out of work in the Geraldton
distriet.

Hon. E. H. Gray:
for themselves.

They ecan look out
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Hon. E. 1., ILALL: 1 do not see any
rense in that interjection. One foreigner
I have in mind has been in Western Aus-
tralia for 20 vears. When I was in (ferald-
ton recently he aproached me in my capac-
ity as & memher of Parliament, and asked
me what was wronz. He told me that he
had been in the State for 20 years and
never before had he found it so hard to
get a job. It is not a question of cheap
labour with these foreigners, as many ol
our political opponents would have us be-
lieve; it is a yuestion of the work not being
available for men who want it.

Hon. V. Hamersley: There is plenty of
work to be done, bui the farmers have not
the money to pay for it.

Hon. W. T, Glasheen: S8ir Edward Wit
tenoom said there was no work because
wages were too high.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: There are many
farmers who would be only too glad to pat
men on, if they had the money
available to pay for the labour.
That is why I say it is very pecessary thal
members should not be erying out to the
Government to go in for wholesale retrench-
ment and cut down expenditure just at a
time when things are a little slack, but the
prospeets are quite bright.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: You think the
Government arve going to do that?

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: T do not think
the Government will take very much notice
of any pessimistic agitation. This thought
has oceurred to me—and we have the ex-
ample of Great Britain before us: anything
is better than to keep men in idleness, [
have been told there would be serious oppo-
sition from the Labour Party to the earry-
ing out of this idea, but I think that rather
than have these men in Perth living on
charity—and they themselves say it is not
charity, but work, that they want—the Gov-
ernment should set apart as many thousand
acres as their experts think necessary in
various parts of the State, and put on the
unemployed men to work it. PFirst of all
they could elear it, and then set to work
growing the food they would eat.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Why do you say tha
Labour Party would be against that?

Hon. E. H . H. HALL: I have talked
over this idea with a few people, and they
have said. “Well you will get serious oppo-
sition from the Labour Party.” I am not

saving if, I amn only repeating what I have
been told.

Hou. J. Coracll: But that schewe has
heen tried for the lnst 12 mounths.

Hon, ¥. H. H. HALL: If so, it has no:
been eavcied out in the way I have pro-
posed.

Hon. J. Cornell: Well then your idea is
quite different.

Hen. E. H. H. HALL: Yes. 1 zay that
instead of keeping those men in idleness in
Perth. causing them to ecome into conllist
with the police, and eausing the people of
the city to give them food—which is charity.
and so objected to by the men themselves --
let ns give them implements and send than
out into the country where they can prepare
the land to grow the food for them to eat.

Tfon. V. Hamersley: They would sell the
implements.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T do not think so.
They would be learning something, and
would grow marketable produce.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: A lot of them have
never used any ofher implement than a pen.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: | remember some
vears ago when there was retrenchment in
Perth, many men from offices were plaved
on the land; and, as Mr, Franklin reminds
me, they made good. We never know what
we can do until we try. It is up to the
Government to make some attempt to pro-
vide employment for those men rather than
to get them emploved by others. Spraking
from experience as a member of the Ger-
aldton Munieipal Couneil, T may say that
when we went to the Government in un en-
deavour to have work provided for the uu-
employed, we were given a grant provided
that we paid pound for pound, and that
for every local member of the unemployeil
we took also a member of the unemployel
from the city. Those men were put on relief
work, road work, and the result was anv-
thing but satisfaectory. The work was nol
by any means well done, and when we com-
plained ahout it the reply was, “Well, it
was put in hand only to find work for the
mutemployed.” That is not a very sensihle
plan. Better would it be to put the unem-
ployed out on farms, where they could be
instructed how to grow the food they con-
sume. They would not be hanging around
the eity in idleness. If there iz one thing
more than another that caused the defea
of the Baldwin Government it was the faet
that they did not make any real statesman-
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iike effort to cut ount the dole and deal
directly with the unemployed.

Hon, W, T. Glasheen: Will the present
Grovernment do that?

Hon, E. H, H, HALL: I think they will
make some better attempt than was made
by their predecessors, Unless the present
(tovernment rise to the occasion in this re-
vard, I feel sure they will go out.

HON. E. H, GRAY {West) [6.6]: I wish
to say just a word or two in rebuttal of
various remarks passed by certain members.
What, more than anything else, has brought
me to my feet is the contention that the
working man is the cause of all our trouble.

Hon. . H. II. Hall: 1 did not say
that.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: And that low wages
will meet the diffienity and bring us back
to prosperity. Of course, that is utterly
fallacious.

Hon. E. H. Harris:
that.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : Low wages have been
advoecated by Sir ¥dward Wittenoom, who
says that wages should be redunced, and who
adds that the men are not doing a fair thing.
I suggest that some attention should be
paid hoth by the Government and by private
enferprise to the wguestion of supervision.
I do not believe in extravagance. There are
all sorts of reasons why at present we are
in a little bit of trouble. Yet I do not alte-
wether agree with the miserable tales told
here to-day. One of the principal eauses
of unemployment in this State is what the
Premier has declared it to be.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Tt is the high tariff.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: As the Premier has
said, there have heen bad seasons in the
Fastern States, and in consequenee large
numbers of men have been displaced from
their employment. Ang, of eourse, all good
Anstralians wil! alwavs go where the work
iz, Because thiz State is to hold Centenary
celebrations this year, it has been advertised
throughont the Commonwealth more than
ever hefore, and so quite natnrally men
are eoming over here looking for jobs.

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoom: It is the
Arhitration Court that is the trouble.

Hon. K. H, GRAY: Of course I should
say that men from the Eastern States are
more welcome here than are those from over-
seas, if only bhecaunse they are better used
to the ennditions of the country. Then some-
thing can he brought to the door of the

But no one said

Federal Government, which is supported
by most of those members of this House
who speak against the working man., The
Federal Government bhave been carry-

ing out a wildly extravagant policy
during the last siz years, and have
squandered enormous sums of money.

I suggest that they are the cause of some
of the unemployment. Anybody who trou-
bled to peruse the return of the money sent
out of this State by Southern Euaropeans
during the past year or two would be
amazed. Those men send back to their owa
country & sum of money that in the ag-
gregate is quite iwmense. That in itself
has contributed to the economic erisis
through which we arve passing. Ten years
ago it would have heen difficult to find a
Southern European on any Western Aus-
tralian farm, but to-day they are everywhere
to be found. The gospel of low wages has
been preached te the farmers to some ef-
fect, and until quite recent times those farm-
ers have always offered low wages and in-
diffevent conditions. According to spme of
the arguraents used this afterncon, we
should be revelling in the lap of prosperity,
if only becaunse farmers have sacked Aus-
tralians and Englishmen and employed
Southern Europeans, who are ready to ac-
cept anvthing that is offered.

Hon. E. II. II. Hall: That is not cor-
rect.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: It is correct. We
have been bringing in Britishers from over-
seas to work on our farms. To-morrow
morning I conld show any member suffi-
ciently interested nearly 100 yvoung English-
men who were brought out here for farm
work, and who veceived very little wages,
hecause the farmers defrauded them. They
have been starving in the bush while their
Places on the farms have been taken by
Southern Europeans, The farmers of this
country have nof given Australians and
Englishmen anything like a fair deal.

Hon. Sir Bdward Wittenoom: How can
an employer pay a man more wages than
he earns?

Hon. BE. H. GRAY: It would be a poor
worker who could not earn more than the
average farmer these days is prepared to
pay. Some eriticism of the Avbitration
Court bas been indulged in. Arbitration has
not proved all that was hoped of it, but the
workers will not allow it to go without a
struggle, for thev realise it iz a bulwark
in support of the Australian standaxd of
living. It is very ominous when we see emn-



506 [COUNCIL.]

ployers throughout Australia clamouring
tor the abolition of the Arbitration Court,
because it is quite obvions that they want
to do away with it and o expose the work-
ers to low wages.
Hon. G. W, Miles: But even if the court
redunces wages the men go on strike.
Hon. E. H. GRAY: We do nof believe
in strikes.
Hon. G.
them,
Hon, E. H. GRAY : This is the first time
since T have been in the Tlouse that we have
had so lengthy o debate on a Supply Bill.
I rose merely to protest against the impu-
tations east upon the workers, and to say
that we will not agree to any snggestion of
lower wages. e are goinz to maintain
the existing standard of living. To-day we
are suifering from the effects of the war
and from the effects also of the National
Government at the head of the Common-
wealth, whom members opposite have sup-
ported for a number of yvears. Also we are
suffering from the effects of bhad seasons in
the Kastern States, In due time we shall get
over all our troubles, but what we have to
do meanwhile is o see that money, whether
supplied by the (Government or by private
enterprise, is made tu go as far as possible
and that there shall be no waste and no ex-
travagance.

W. Miles: You do, and you lead

Sitting suspended from 6.45 to 7.30 p.m.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew-—Central-—in reply) [7.30]: We have
had some long and most interesting speeches
on the serond reading of the Bill,
longer and more interesting that I ean re-
member having listened to over a period
of years. T am only eoncernsd with those
speevhes in =0 far as they affect the Govern-
meut to which I am attached. They deal
with all manner of subjeets, but I am only
interested in any eensure or criticism that
may hbe levelled at the (tovernment. After
a careful analvsis of my notes I find there
is very little to complain of. There are one
or two mild eritivs. Sir FEdward Witte-
noow complained of the expenditure on the
unemployed.  There dues not appear to he
unanimity in this House on that point. Mr.
Hall says we are not doing enough for them.
Are the Govetnment to follow Sir Edward
Wittenoom or Mr, Hall?

Hon. E. H. Harris: T do not think you
will follow either.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We arc
anxiou= for advice on such an important
auestion, but we should be in an awkwuni
position if we were guided by the advice
of both gentilemen. I do not know whnt
Rir kdward Wittenoom means by his refer-
onee to there Leing tvo much money spent
oi the unemploved. We are spending woney
in providing noderate sustenanee for the
wives and children of the unemployed. Does
Sir Edward Wittenoom objeet to that?
Would he have ns allow the wives and
children to starve! In addition we are pro-
viding employment for those -who are in
need of work, If a man refuses work when
offered to him the sustenance iw cut off froi
the family. We have not done so very muel,
for single men. We contend it is not the
sole responsibility of the Government tn
provide work for the wnemployed, bat that
it is u matter for general concern. Busi-
people and others, municipalities
and  road  boards, should co-operate
with the Government to ensure that
evervone has an opportonity to work.
Sir Edward Wittenoom stated that the
Railwavy Department had been harassed
hy the .Arhitration Court, and that the
tribunal should be done away with. That
institntion was established by Parliament
many years ago. The question of arbitra-
tion has heen before both Houses from time
to time, and the prineiple was re-affirined
no later than 1925. The hon. member re-
ceived support from Mr. Hall, who also
believes that the court should he abolished.
Sir Edward Wittenoom wishes to sce it
gzo hecanse the basic wage was recenfly in-
creased by 2s. a week. The comrt was es-
tablished to investigate the basic wage each
year. It went fully into the matier a few
months age, when it discovered that owing
to the increase in rentals 2s. a week extra
was due to the working man. That was
strictly in accordance with the law. Be-
cause the cost of living has increased, due
largely, if not entively, to the high tariff
impozed by the Commonwealth, and in part
to the higher rentals, the worker should he
entitled to an advance in wages to assist
him in bearing the burden.

Hon, K. H. H. Hall: The farmer does
not get it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Parliament
has -aid so, and, uniil Parliament otherwise
determines, the principle must remain, de-
spite what Sir Edward Wittenoom or Mr.
Hall may say. These two gentlemen ave
in hearty aceord that the long service leave

ness
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provisions granted to railway employees
and other sections of the serviee should be
abolished, Long serviee leave is either good
or bad. 1If it was just that it should be
given to the railway clerks, it was equally
just that it should be given to the railway
porters.

Hou. E. H. H. Hall: Two wrongs do not
make & right.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I could un-
derstand those hon. members advocating
the total aholition of long service leave,
but when they contend that whilst the rail-
way clerk and the civil servant should have
it, but the railway porter and the meun
engaged on permanent ways should not get
it, they are illogical.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Why did not the
Government bring down the question of
long serviee leave? We were never asked to
vote upon it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It has heen
part of the system of the State almost from
the very beginning. No member of Parlia-
ment has ever contended thaf it shouid be
abolighed.

Hon. @. W. Miles: The clerk is a salaried
oiticer, whereas the other receives overtime.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Because
one man works overtime and the other is
paid for overtime that is no argument
against the principle. Civil servanis rarely
work overtime and yet they get long service
leave.

The PRESIDENT: Order! During the
whole of the debate the Chief Secretary
never once interrupted any of the speakers.
It is only fair that members should hear
the Minister in silence,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The teuach-
ers get long service leave, but do not work
overtime. The same thing applies to
gaolers. Either long service leave should
he abolished altogether, or should he ap-
plied fairly all round. Mr. Nicholson
stated that there should bhe eareful super-
vision over the finances. The Government
have in an nnmistakahle manner exercised
such supervision. Were the Government
te be gnided by the advice of all members
of Parlinment, representing as they do
every paity, the finances would be in a
worse position than they are in to-day.
Members of the Country Party and the
United Party press me for expenditure on
edueation, expenditure which would no

doubt be justified if the financial position
permitted. In some cases they have dis-
played great indignation because their re-
quests have not been granted, but, in order
to keep the finances under control, I am
obliged to refuse them. There is no such
thing as approaching the Minister, and urg-
ing him to exercise ecomomy. When depu-
tations put in an appearance, a member
combines with it to extract as much money
as possible from the Government. That
has been my experience since I assumed
office, and bas been the experience of every
other Minister. Mr. Nicholson says the
interest bhill is inereasing. He is consistent.
He is always very cautious when any meas-
ure is submitted that entails increased ex-
penditure, Mr. Hamersley is different.
He takes up the attitude session after ses-
sion that new vailways should be econ-
structed, and is not concerned ahount the
inereased interest bill. Tt is quite probahle
that during the session he will submit to
the Government a programme of expendi-
ture that would send up the interest hill
£200,000 or £300,000. It is only on ocea-
sions like these that be submits a protest.
Mr. Hall is staggered by the amount of ex-
penditure involved in this Supply Bill. The
measure merely provides for a eontinuation
of the Estimaies approved by this Fouse
last year. It is not exaetly u vcontinnation
because the amount is £10,000 less than last
year for the two months. We are building
harbour works at Geraldton. We have
more than doubled the expenditure and in-
creased our interest bill in consequence,
withont so far getting anything in retmrn.
Does the hon. member advocate that this
work should stop?

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Expedite it.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You are not consist-
ent.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That has
been the ery for the last six months,
Let us expedite this work, treble the

expendifure irvolved, hut complete the
undertaking so that the manganese
mine may operate suceessfully. Mr. Love-
kin contends that more machinery should
be provided in order that new appointments
may be reviewed by Parliament. Tf he
could have shown that any new appoint-
ments were not justified he would have
been on sound ground, but he has not done
gso. He simply makes the bald assertion.
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If we pass legislation in this Chamber
which creates new positions members
cannot be disappointed if the new ap-
pointments are made. They are neve~sary
in order to administer the Act. The coun-
try is progressing, more business iz heing
done, and consequently preater stafis are
needed in the departments. The Public
Service Commissioner is charged with this
vesponsibility. He performs his task with
thorough conscientiousness. He is con-
stantly moving around amongst the depart-
ments, and is only too willing to exercise
economy if he sees the opportunity.

Hon, G. W. Miles: A very conscientious
man.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Mr. Hall
contends that the Commissioner should be
excluded from the operations of the Arbi-
tration Aet. That would be a nice example
for the Government to set the rest of the
community. 1 am sure the hon. member
cowld not have heen serious when he made
the sugmestion. To suggest that, becanse the
Railways Commissioner is free from politi-
cal control, he =hould also he free from
the operations of the Industrial Arbitration
Act, is not sound reasoning. Many of the
speeches this afternoon were not relevant to
the Bill, although they were instruetive. I
feel sure that after the explanation I have
offered, members will give their support to
the measure. The expenditure is not being
increased in any way. The Bill merely pro-
vides for the payment of the wages and
salaries to publie officials, and enables rail-
ways and other public works authorised by
Parliament to be carried out,

Hon. C. ¥, Baxter: Most of the money has
already been spent.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Everything
provided for here has already been author-
ised by Parliament. The Bill gives the Gov-
ernment ho authority 0 engage in any new
work, only to carry on those works that have
already received the sanction of Iarliament.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REFLY.
Third Day.

HON. W, T. GLASHEEN (Svuth-Ea.i®
[7.50]: I am rather sorry I am on my feet
to-night to add my little eontribution to the
debate. I had uc intention whatever of
speaking so early, but it did appear to me
yesterday that the House was out to estab-
lish a new record in the direction of quickly
despatching the debate on the Address-in-
reply. You, Sir, seemed to be on the verge
of declaring that the “ayes” had it, and to
save that record of the quick despatch of
the question being created, I rose to my feet
and saved the situation by getting the ad-
journment. [ have hardly had any oppor-
tunity to prepare anything like a connected
address ond the best I shall be able to do
to-night is to get throngh somehow. Before
saying anything further I wish to asscciate
wyself with the expressions of pleasure
heard from other speakers in regard to your
return to this State. 1 am sure that all
members of this Chawber are very pleased
fo sce yon back, particularly as you have
refwrned looking se much better. You will
also find pleasure in learning that that good
diseiplire that has been echaracteristie of
your Presideney of this Chamber suffered
nothing in your ahsence; it was in the very
safe hands of the Deputy President, Mr.
Cornell, and I think he displayed conspicu-
ous ability and good sense and tact while
presiding over the deliberations of this
House during the time you were away. It
will be admitted as a truth that those who
are privileged to travel over eonsiderable
parts of the world—if they travel with the
right mind, and I am suve you did, because
we know you to be a reader and a thinker,
and also to have an observant mind—must
on their return to resume their publie duties
perform those duties with a better under-
standing of them. I am sure that you, Sir,
have prolited by your trip. I hope that after
your hrief visit to your native land you will
admit you have come lack to what, to use
# euphemism, is God’s own country. The
only speech that has been delivercd on the
Address, save, of course, that of My, Fraser
who moved the adoption of the Addresa, wnx
that of Mr. Baxter which we heard yester-
day. I was very interested indeed to hear
his complimentary references to Mr. Frager.
Mr. Baxter, liowever, appeared to me to get
off the beaten track. 1 think I bave known
him not to be a Dback-seratcher, and I was
wondering, during his complimentary refer-
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ences to Mr. Fraser's speech, whether he
was seratehine that hon. member’s back
or whether he really meant what he said.
We will assume that Mr. Baxter meant what
he said and that his remarks gave a young
member like Mr. Fraser much encourage-
ment and pleasure. T believe that in years
as well as in political life Mr, Fraser is the
voungest member of this House, and such
complimentary references, coming from one
of the oldest members of the Chamber, would
etve Mr. Fraser mueh encouragement. But
the conclusion of Mr. Baxter’s remarks
rather spoilt the compliments he paid Mr,
Fraser because he said that Mr. Fraser had
nok enongh sense to belong to the best party.
The reason Mr, Baxter gave for that con-
clusion was that the hon. member bhelonged
to & party that stood for a 44-hour week,
high wazes and less work which, he said,
were the prineipal contributing causes o the
uvemplovivent  problem. At that stage
of  Mr. Baxter's rvemarks T interjected,
“What about payment by results?” And he
appeared to think that that system, if uni-
versally adopted, would soive most of onr
industrial ills. 1t seemed to me he said that
the whole of the blame for the absence of
payment by results or the antagonism of the
trade unions towards that system, rested
with the Labour party or the people they
vepresent. I disagree with that because T
have in mind a personal experience many
years ago on the goldfields. I say without
reservation that in my opinion the rebellion
against payment by results or the piecework
svsten is no more the Labour people’s fanlc
than it is the fault of the employer. As a
matter of fact I would he inclined to say
that the fault is that of the employer of
labour. T will tell hon. members why. T be-
licve that the Grst rebellion against pay-
ment by vesults in this State was on the
galdfield-. T worked as a miner and received
115, dd. a day, which is £4 a week. Une
dav =omeone had a brainwave and suggested
that we might take on contract work and
varn mine. We took on contract work, The
result was that being merely men and get-
ting paid by results, we became indisereet in
rewrard to our health, We rushed into smoke,
vrime and filth, where we never would havae
vone in other vireumstances, and instead
of earning our £ a weck or £8 a fortnight,
we earned double, and of course did double
the nmount of work. Then those wise people
valled mining directors—and some of thg
mines at that time were turning out a ton
ol zold a month—saw the pay sheets and

vaid, “What ahout this; here are men mak-
iz 48 a week or £16 every pay-day; we can-
not tand that.” The resnlt was that thae
pievce-vork man who was snerificing his
health had his eontract price gradually whit-
e awavr from him, and it wes not lonyg
before he found hiwself slaving away on
piece-work and making what he was pre-
vign:ly earnine on day work. That is an
absolute fact, and I believe it is an absolute
taet all over Australin, In the ecourse cf
some remarhs on the position Mr. Brmce
waid recently he did not hlame the Labour
people in their rebellion against piecework
heepuse of Lhe very foolish employers of
labonr whe, as soon as it was demonstrated
that the men could make more by working
much harder and applving their mentality
as well as their museles to the job, brought
their men bark to a contraet price, which
was no hetter than the day wage. That did
happen, and is still happening. Mr. Cor-
nel! told us to-night that in bhis opinion one
of thc ~olutions would be for the employer
and employee to get together, disecuss the
whole sifuation and the potential war that
seems to exist, and endeavour fo arrive a
an estimate of the trouble and an estimate
of the remedy. Mr. Cornell expressed noth-
ing original when he suggested that, because
only last year Mr. Bruee ealled a confer
ence of both sides to disecuss those wverv
yuestions, and evolve some solution. In all
my expericnee and reading Y bave never
vome across any kind of bigotry, religious or
uther, greater than the political bigotry dis-
played at that conference by ypeople who
ought to have known better. All sorts of
records of rsayings and doings were dug
up from the remote cobweb eorners of his-
tory and utterances of public men; all sorts
of suspicions were raised in all kinds of
places that it was an attempt by the cap-
italist class to undermine trade unionism,
pund as a result the conference fizzled out.
But we must give Mr. Bruce credit for real-
ising the diffieulties thai exist, and for tak-
ing some steps at ieast to get a conference
together to see if something conld be done.
At the very beginning of the Governor's
Speech, which of conrse is the speech of
the Government, we are told ttat everything
in regard to finance is entirely satisfactory.
The statement takes just a little bit of be-
lieving. I understand the State has a de-
ficit this year of abont £270,000, and I say
without reservation, all the relative cireum-
stances being considered, that is one of the
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biggest deficits in the history of the State.
It is certainly not as big in pounds, shilling-
and pence as a deficit we had during the
war, but at that {ime everything was chaos,
and the whole industrial and commercial
world was upset. I believe a record in
poundy, shillings and pence was then estab-
lished, and we had one deficit of £600,000.
That oceurred, however, in a set of eireum-
stances that wade State finance and Statd
activity of eny kind quite impossible, The
current deficit has been arrived at after the
longest sequence of bounteous years, corela-
tive with the highest prices we have experi-
enced for a number of years for our prin-
cipal products, as well as being corelative
with the greatest amount of Federa! grant
mongy that the State has ever received. In
spite of all these cirecumstances that should
have been happy cireumstanees, we finished
the year with a State deficit of €270,000,
and the Premier tells us that everything
financially is quite all right. [ read recently
a new definition of a pessimist. It defined a
pessimist as a person that continually asso-
ciates with optimists. If that i= so, mem-
bers can write me down as a pessimist right
away, becance if there is any consensus of
opinion that we are opfimistic regarding
the finauces of the State, in that atmosphere
of optimism [ must sav once again that I
am a pessimist. I am surprised at the Pre-
mier becanse, with that state of affairs ex-
isting, we must not forget our Federal obli-
gations. Mr. Collier recenily attended a
Premiers’ conference in 3Melhourne where
Mr. Bruee put up some startling figures for
his consideration. T am uot much good at
tigures; I do not like them, and T am not
going to indulge in them to any great ex-
tent to-night, but [ wish tv quote one or
two of Mr. Bruce's big figures. He told the
conference at which Mr. Collier was pre-
sent that during the last eight years

the Commonwealth had borrowed 300
milliens  of money, and that dJuring
the next year 70 millions worth of

loans floated prinecipally overseas woull
be falling due., Mr. Bruee nlso said that
in 191:3-14 the totul production of the whole
Commonwealth amounted to £€221,000,000,
and the ratio of taxation to that productiv:
was 11 per cent., Whereas in 1928 the total
produetion had vizen to £450,000.000, and the
ratio of taxation had inereased to between
19 and 20} per cent. Those are alarming
fiares. Yet Mr. Collier eomes along and
tells us that the finances give no cause for

voneern, that they are quite all right, and
that everything in the garden is lovely. Tf
we are going to accept his a-sirance thai
everything in the garden is lovely, I musi
compare our attitude of minmd with tha
of the mad old Nero, who sat and scratched
bis fiddle and daveed a jig while Rome
was  burning, That is just abour
the position in which we are placed.
[ wish to say a few words regarding the
Vermin Aet. I aw not going to indulge in
any criticism of the measure because the
time fur that has passed. I hope the Chiel
Secretary will pay particular attention to
what [ have to say as l intend to support
my remarks by relating a personal experi-
ence. The measure was passed and last
yeav ithe total amount collected from the
tax was in the vieinity of £42,000, while
the total amount expended was about £38.-
J00. The personal experience illustrating
how ineffective and lacking in value the
measure is is this: Last Sunday mornin:
on my Earin 1 set out Tor what [ thought was
soing to he a pleazant walk, L had not gone
very tar before 1 came across one of my
hest sheep mangled almost beyond recogni-
tion by some deg. Oun looking around fur-
ther 1 found 17 of wy very best sheep foully
wurdered and mangled, presumably by the
same dog. | yarded my sheep that night
in a small paddock near the house and in
spite of the faet that they were praetically
againsb the door of the house, and we
heard no disturbanece or barking to indicate
that the dog was about, in the morning 1
tound that five more sheep had been killed.
My point is that while we in setiled areas
ave paying the tax, it is of absolutely
no henelit to us owing to the basis en which
the tax is levied. It is levied for the sole
purpose of paying a bonus on the sealp-
of dingues and for the destrnetion of other
vermin, Tt cannot be used for anything
¢lse, and it is in this respect that the Aet
requires to he amended.

Hon., C. I, Baxter: A dingo would uet
w0 vight up to your door.

Hon, W. T. GLASHEEN: [ wish I could
find out whether a dingo or a tame dog wax
responsibte for the slaughter.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: More likely it was a
tame dog.

Hon. W. T, GLASHEEN: My experience
has been the experience of many other set-
tlers as vegards the menace of the dingo,
and the alloeation of the money collected
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for its eradication. The dingo is an awiul
animal. I do not know whether there are
wany other members who have had my ex-
perience, but nothing makes one feel so
helpless and hopeless as the depredations of
this pest. It has all the instinets of
cunning; it never comes out to slanghter
exeepting on piich dark nights, and it gen-
arally eomes when there is a storm raging
and the chance of detecting ity presence is
least. We have no chance of cateh-
ing that dinge unless we have the know-
ledge possessed by the professional dingo
trappers, who closely guard their secret.
Once a dog has come to a given area, an
expert trapper ean cateh it in & night,
whereas a layman smch as myself might
spend two years in trying to poison, trap,
shoot, or otherwise cateh the brute and
miserably fail. This is my trouble, and 1
believe it is the irouble of hundreds like
myself. Under the provisions of the Aet
the funds ecannot be applied to anything
but payment for sealps. My position in the
difficulty I have just expressed is this: [
rang up a man in Narrogin, 50 miles dis-
tant from where I live. I was so econcerned
about the losses I might ineur as well as
those I had already suffered, that I offered
him £20 to eome out and eatch the dog, le
being a man with some knowledge of the
sabject, However, he was then engaged
upon a contract, and could not eome. I be-
lieve I would have paid him £50 to come.
I brought this subject before our party or-
ganisation yesterday, and they were so con-
vinced of the force of my reasoning in re-
gard to it that they promised to do all in
their power to induce the Government to
bring a small amending Bill before Parlia-
ment during this session. That amending
Bill will have for its purpose the provision
of at least £1,000 from the vermin fax
for the appointment of two or three expert
dingo trappers, who would be stationed pos-
sibly in the Narrogin, Wagin and Katan-
ning zones and other defined areas
Then the persons in my present unfor-
tunate position would be able to ring up
the professional dingoe trapper employed by
the State, and he would probably catch the
dog on the first night, and so prevent it
from daing hnmense damage. I ask the
Chief Secretary to keep that point in mind.
Tf such an amending Bill should come from
another place to this Chamber, I hope hon.
members will give it the consideration it
deserves. While on the question of vermin,

I may wention what I consider the most
absurd piece of sentimentality in the way
of legislation ever inflicted upon Western
Australia. 1 refer to the Act for the preser-
vation of kangaroos and brush. From some
ahsurd sentimental fear thut some day the
native game may be eradicated and that we
shall he great losers thereby, that measure
is on the staimte-book. Yet we have our il-
limitable bush—it takes about two days tu
fly from here to Adelaide, and in the North
there are thousands of iles still untrodden
by human feet—absolutely tceming with
kangaroos and brush. Then why enact a
law dictated by the extrermely remote fear
of our last kangareo being cuught? There
ig no other vermin—whether rabbit or dingo
or any other kind—Ihat crentes an aggre-
wate loss ecomparable to the loss caused by
kangaroos and brush, especially where the
damage is least able to he borne, namely,
by people struggling on the edge of scttle-
ment. The chief trouble, however, is the
royalty, the miserable royalty ecollected by
the Government from a settler’s little boy
or from a humble bare-footed nigger who
has caught a few kangaroos for food and
then buys something with the produce of
their skins. Settlers’ children and niggers
are charged sometimes 20 per cent, royalty
on jittle bundles of skins. Kangaroos
refuse on principle to be caught; they
are very hard to catch. When a per-
son has caught one, there is not much pro-
fit Jeft in the skin. The royalty collected
by the Government ecnstitutes the profit,
and becaunsze of the collection of that royalty
kangareos and brush are roaming through
crops and destroying thousands upon thous-
ands of pounds’ worth of wealth every year
thus depriving the Government of revenue
from production, depriving individuals of
profit, and depriving the railways of freighr.
Those losses must aggregate 20 timesg the
paliry amount of the royalty. In closely
settled districts nowadays there are a3 many
kangaroos and brush destroying crops as
there were 20 years ago. In view of the
heavy losses incurred both by settlers and
by the State through the vermin, it is high
time to rvepeal the protective Aect and also
the measure imposing the royalty on skins.
After the many impassioned speeches that
have been hurled at the simple little Bill
that usnally passes without comment, the
Supply Bill, T am disposed to eonclude that
we have made wonderful progress to-night
with the Address-in-reply debate. Your
mling on a point of order, Mr. President.
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his eulightened me sowewhat.  Before it
was given, I thought the discussion on e
Supply Bill was cirenmseribed within uay-
tow limits. However, seeing that one can
run the whole ganwt of politics, ecunmuic-
and world guestions, and seetn that under
vour iuling, Mr. President, members have
availel themselves of that privilege, 1 find
mys2lf wondering what those same members
ean have to say un the Address-in-reply. 1
hope  that after the highly interestiny
specehies delivered to-day, this Addvess-in-
veply debate may not drag out te such
leugth as has happened in the past, JManv
1tberences have beeen made~-not necessari-
I¥ here, but through the columns of the
P’ress—to our wonderful standard of liv-
inz. Mr, Gray fo-night made special refer-
eunee to it, and appeared to be highly proud
of it, perhaps rightly so. I entirely disso-
ciate myself from some opinions expressed
hy Sir Edward Wittenoom this evening, The
hon. member said that the eause of nnem-
ployment was the high wages portioned out
by the Avbitration Court. If there were
any fundamental truth in the convictions that
Sir Edward Wittencom apparently holds,
one would expeet to find some concrete evi-
dence of their truth. And when one goes
a little further afield and finds that the coun-
trv paying the highest wages in the world
—the United States—is the most prospetous
country in the world, one cannot help dis-
agrecine with Sir Edward Wittenoow. 1F
there were nny trnth in hiz convietion fhat
low wages cause prosperity and prodnce
employment, one would expect to find those
c¢onditions obtaining in China, where mil-
lions of men can be got to work for noth-
ing. Yet we know that in China people ar»
piled up in the streets in heaps starving
to death. Therefore I disagree entirely with
those opinions of the hon. memher. Keveit-
ing to the standard of living, I am sure
we are all proud to think that our people
can have hetter food, hetter elothing, het-
ter education and better homes, so long a+
the standard is on safe economir lines. We
have never had a standard of living hased
on  secientific foundations. It iz true we
have a standard of living, hut the only en-
during foundation for such a standard is a
profit over the cost of doing anything, that
profit heing utilised for all the pleasnre~
and advantazes constituting the standard.
That has never heen the case in Australia,
hot hecause of Australia’s mveat potenfial-
ities und its enormous inherent wealth we
have heen able to horrow millions of money.

The Commonweaith is wortpaged to the ex-
tent of 1,100 millions sterling, privcipally
on the seeurity of ber great resourves; unl
we have never wvet reached the -tave
of  producing the cost of our stand-
axd of living, We have had this potential-
ity of borroewing, and every time we
ran  zhort sand wisled to support our
standard of living, we did it ou a false
eeonomic busis by muming to the money
tender and getting a few millions to Leep
us poite. To e that seems a very gren!
pity indewl. [ view of the obligation~ con-
Erenting the =tate, and in view of all the
dogmalic as<ertions as to the need of re-
dueing toxation, a thinker wust realise that
it i ensy to wish tor something to be done
but very diticult to aecomplish the desit.
So far as T am able to visnalise the posi-
tion, unless we go in for repudiation we
must neet our commitments, We are in
the grip of ecircumstances, and I do not
think oue Government can be much better
than any other Government in dealing with
those ecivewsustanees, We are head over
heels in debt, and cur interest commitment s
have to he howounved. I desire a reduetion
of taxation, hut for the life of me I can-
not se¢ how it i~ to be brought ahent. TIf
somevne just comes along and says, “I am
going to reduce taxation,” my natural ques-
tion s, “How is it going to be done?”? 1
am afraid that when a solution or an ex-
plation is asked Tor, it is not obtainable.

Hon, 1, Comell: You will be asked to
give notive of the ¢uestion.

Flon, W, T. GLASHEEN: Only yester-
day the Chief Secretary, in reply to a ques-
tion by Mr, Cornell, snid—and T was indeed
clad (o hear the hon. gentleman say it—
that the surver of the Xarlgarin-Lake
Grace line, the construction of which is long
overdue, having been authovised during the
last session, is to be commenced within the
next three weelks.  Thi: wil} give pleasare
to A, Cornell, and more particularly
to the poor settlers themselves. T hope
that, with fhe completion of the survey,
little time will be lost hefore the construe-
tion of the line is put in hand. [ know of
no other section of the rernmunity that
has waited more patiently, or more richly
deserves raillway commnnication than the
penple T refer to.

Ton, C, F, Baxter: For how long have
thex waited for their railway?
on. W. T. GLASHEEN:

TOArS.
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Hon., C. F. Baxter: Not for su long us
that!

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: In my opinion
the best type of settlers we have anywhere
are to be found in that area. | feel con-
fident that if we could only assess what
those people have paid for the transport ot
their wheat and their ordinary requirements
to and from Karlgarin and Kondinin, over
distances varying from 25 to 40 miles, it
would amount to a sum suflicient to pay for
the censtruction of the line. Years ago the
Hon. W. C. Angwin, atfter returning from
an inspection of the conditions obtaining 1n
the district, when he gained an idea of the
potentiality of the land and the lype of
settler on the holdings, said that in his
opinion the line 1 refer to was one of ihe
first that should be construected. 1 hope
that before the end of the session thesc
people will have a definite assuranee that
the construetion of the line will be in hand
this year. While dealing with the railways,
I wonld like to point out that it is wonder-
ful to contemplate what new values aml
new securities for the indebtedness of the
State seem to bave been set up almost un-
conseiously. We now find that in the South-
West our poliey of development has been all
topsy-turvy. We now know that we have
ineurred expenditure that should not have
been ineurred. Instead of clearing colossal
trees from holdings at a huge expenditure
of money and thus bringing about over-
capitalisation in the proeess, ploughing up
sour land and attempting to sow clover seed
and signally failing in the ultimate resuits,
we now find that all that expensive pro-
cedure is unnecessary. The solution has
been arrived at by a few men who have
plodded quietly along without much seien-
tific assistance. Theze big discoveries are
generally made by layinen and, of course,
the scientists sometimes follow their lead!
These simple plodding farmers have dis-
eovered the best way, and ecertainly the
cheapest way, to secure the best results, not-
withstamding that the method does not enwr
within anything from £3 to £20 per aere
compared with tha¢ ineurred under the
policy that has been pursued. These peo-
ple simply cut the undergrowth and let it
dry till the following summer, when they
set a fire throngh it, having left the trees
standing but ringbarked. They sowed the
clover on top of the ashes, in conjunction
with superphosphate. Then almost with the

rising of the sun and the passing of the
showers, there appeaved rich carpets of
clover.  Their work has changed the out-
look in the South-West, where we have had
sueh a vegrettable experience. According
to the ‘' West Australian,”” which published
particulars of the writing down of the cap-
italisation of a number of the group set-
tlement blocks, a huge sum is involved, and
we have to realise that that capitalisation
was brought about throngh deing work that
is now regarded as absolutely unnecessary.
[ do not know what the total amount written
down will be in the end, but L will make =
shrewd guness and say that the values of
the blocks will be written down to about
£8 or £10 per acre. I am afraid that the
total load of indebtedness that the people
of this State will have to shoulder, because
of the writing down process, will be not
much less than £2,000,000, if uob more.

Hon. G, F. Baxter:
£6,000,000.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It rvepresents two
thirds of the value, aceording to the state-
ment in this morning’s paper.

Hon. J. R. Brown: All this was diseussed
lung age.

Hon W.T. GLABIIREN: Many matters
that were discussed long ago will bear re-
petition.  Ts it not indeed regettable that
sueh huge expenditure was incurred mpon
unnecessary work, seeing that better re-
sults are being secured by a very simple
process? This discovery has made all the
difference in the wide world in the eecon-
omie value of every acre of land in this
State capable of growing clovers. I be-
lieve the potentialities of thiz State have
been added to by millions of pounds, rep-
resenting a fbigure almost beyond caleula-
tion, which will augment our national eredit.
Thig process lias made of economic value
land that toruterly eould not have suppor-
ted a black snake or a lizard. With the
expenditure of not more than £3 or £4 an
aere, in some instances perhaps less than
that, by virtue of the new process, much of
that land will be built np with ¢lovers so
as to he capable of earrying as many us
four and five sheep to the acre. Bankers
are alwavs regarded as conservative people
and we have it from them that the econ-
omic value of land that is capable of carry-
ing a sheep to the acre, ia £5 an acre. Cer-
tainly 1 think the economic valne is move
than that, but aecepting the conservative

18 wil}] be well over
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basis of the banker, hon. members will ap-
preciate that with the illimitable thousands
of acres we bave available in this
State that ean, by virtue of the simple pro-
vess b have indicated, be converied fro.
an econumic value of nothing to one of £3
per acre, a wondertunl change will be bronght
about. With land brought to a carrying
capacity of four sheep to the acre, it wiil
mean that the economic valne of millions
of acres will be raised from nothing to £20
per acre. The point 1 wish to make is that
one of the bigpest factors that has con-
tributed to the magical effect—-it is almost
like something out of the *'Arabian
Nights''—that has followed apon the dis-
ecovery of the new process, iz the part
played by superphosphates. That being so,
there is but one eonclusion we can arrive at
with reference to the part to be played by
the Government. We must appreciate that
large areas of the land I have been refer-
ring to are held by poor people who are
incapable of ecarrying out the nccessary
work to bring their holdings into full car-
rying capacity, because they have not the
funds available to provide the super-
phosphate necessary fo bring about that
result. Toes it not oceur to member that
if we have the means of creating an econ-
omiv asset that at present is valued at noth-
ing bnt which ean be raised to a value of
£20 per acre, it wonld be a statesmanlike
atiitnde for the Government to adopt to
assist those people in eonnection with their
superphosphate supplies. We Lave adapted
a very liberal attitude in assisting the
wheat producers, and the Goverument
should give consideration to a proposal to
issue long-dated loans on easy terms to the
settlers so a5 to enable them to procure
adequate superphosphate supplies and plave
their holdings on a profitable basis, 1 trust
that that matter will be given serious con-
sideration during the present session of
Parliament. A good deal has been said
about the poliev of protection. Some have
claimed that it ir the cause of uncmploy-
ment. 1 have as great an objeciion to pro-
tection as anyone could possibly have. Since
ever I was capable of reasoning for myssif,
I have taken an interast in social problems,
and partienlarly in those assveinted with
economics. I never could understand how,
by means of a policy of pertection, which
uims at making gnods dearer—even if that
policy does not aim at doing so, it has that

effect—we could aver hope to tax our way
inte prosperity, with high wages and a bigh
standard of liviny, That is what is lap-
pening  under  Australia’s protertionist
policy. Tt is taxing the peuple in re-pect of
food, c¢lothing, housing; it is making pro-
duction of every kind deaver. Yet it is held
out as a solution of our unemployment
problem. When the Leader of the Federal
Lahour Party (Mr. Scollin} visited Western
Australin, he fold the people bere that the
reason for unemplovment and eongestion
in the principal capital eities throughout
Aunstralia was beeause the tariff was un-
necessarily low. He told the people that if
they werve to give the Labour Party the reins
of Guvernment, bis Cabinet would see to it
that the tariff was made so high that the
clothing, boots and food of little children,
and every other necessary, \would be so
dear that unemployment would disappear
from cvery ecapital city, That was a most
extraordinary stateruent to make, When I
consider the problem, it seems to me that
there is sometking fundamentally deeper in
our sovial system that is causing unempioy-
ment, something deeper than either free trade
or protection. At present England nearly
approximates a freetrade country, yet, de-
spite that, our unemployment trouble is a
mere hagatelle compared with the problem
confronting Great Rutain. £ we peruse
the pages of history, we find that in prac-
tically every country in the world, irrespec-
tive of whether the dominant policy is that
of freetrade or protection, there is not any
appreciable difference in the anmber of wn-
employed nnder vne policy than theve is in
a country where the other pulicy obfaing. I
am foreed to the eonclnsion that there is
something deeper at the hottom of our econ-
omie ills than proteetion or freetrade that
causes poor wretches who are looking for
work to be unable to find it. Without going
any further, my own conviction is that the
soeial ills that produce poverty must
somehow he connected with the 1land
laws of the world and of this State T will
just leave it at that. It is a crying com-
mentary on the svstem of protention. Be-
cau~e when first protection was institntoed in
Australia we were told it would be seif-con-
tained, it would bring us high wages, plenty
of work, and a high standard of living. But
the wretched serquence has been that after
nheut 40 years experience of proteclion in
Australia, we have mortgaged Australia o
the extent of eleveu hundred millions of
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money. 1f that is the offect of protection
all 1 ean say is the resulé has beun
a very strange one indeed. I shonld like
to add that the first results of the wretchedly
false economic principle of protection as it
atfeets this country, were apparent at the
very bheginning. | have read sowmething
of the appalling comlitions in  the
textile industry in the Old Land in
regard to sweated labour. Bui the
lirst application of protection in Awus-
tralin was just like the first applieation of
three or four whiskeys that a man will take.
He is elevated, and everything in the gar-
den appears to him to he lovely. Bo it was
in Australia. In the first application of
protection, huildings and factories sprung
up, and everything beeame active until the
viecious ecircle started to operate. People
said, “This is bonzer; we all have work,
and we are all going to get it forever after-
wards.” But those with a knowledge of the
sequence will be reminded very clearly that
after six or eight years of protection there
were t0 be found in protected Victoria worse
sweating conditions than ever existed in the
Uld Land. Then there appeared a remark-
able result in the coming of our first strikes.
Tt will be within the memory of members
how strikes began in Anstralin, Oue
of the first we had was the shearers’
strike in Queensland. At that time pro-
teeted Victoria, that was going to bring
us all this prosperity, was the only protected
State in the Commonwenalth, sll the others
being freetrade. Do you, Sir, remember how
that shearers’ strike in Queensland was
broken, just when the shearers appeared to
have won it? It was broken by the simple
cxpedient of going off to Victoria, where
they had all been promised the millenivm
#s the result of protection, and getting scabs
to come and take the places of the strikers,
They chartered a special train, picked up
all the scabs they needed, and took them
over and with them broke that strike in
Queensland. The same thing happened in
velation to the boat operatives’ strike in New
South Wales. The e¢mployers imported
scabs from Vietoria, and 1 presume those
men would nof have agreed to net as scabs
it they cou'd have got other work. The
waritiize strike in Adelaide and the miners’
stike at Broken Hill were beaten hy exactlv
the seme factors. Even in that early his-
tory those were the sequences of that
wretched economic fallacy, protection. The
whola place was full of people so hard up
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that they were prepured to scab on their
fellow workers. When gold was found in
Western Australia, protected Vietoris, in
upite of the statement that everybody in
Victoria was going to be prosperous and
contented for the rest of their lives, sent
more people to Western Australia  than
were sent by all the other SBtates of the
Commonwezalth. So you see how many evi-
iJences we have of the rotten results of pro-
tection, T suppose we shall get reform only
on the same basis from which yeform
springs in any part of the world, namely
the basis of poverty. Every reform has its
rout in poverty. So the State will have to
he poverty stricken before we get this youeh
needed reform. Dut acecording to Mr.
Brure's figures we have borrowed 300 millions
vuring the last eight years, and so presum-
ably we are fast arriving at that stage where
we shall be so wretchedly hard up that we
shall becowe intelligent enough to blow this
fallncy of protection clean out of existence
in Awpstralia. Wo have foreshadowed in
the Governor’s Speceh legislation that will
be introduced tlis session along lines smilar
to the Redistribution of Seats Bill that we
pussed last session. In this instanee it will
have applieation to the franchise of this
Chawmber, and we shall have a re-alloration
of the boundaries of our Provinees, The
inshructions given to the Commissioners un-
der the Jast Redistribution of Seats Bill had
the result of bringing five goldfields seats
into the already well-represented netropoli-
tan community. One ecan only visualise the
same reasoning in regard to this contem-
plated jegislation. But [ do hope that the
Commission that will he appointed to make
recommendations regarding the houndaries
will not go out shaekled hy the same alloea-
tion of vepresentation as ohtained when the
last measure was hefore Parlinment. Sine:
that measnre robbed a rural community of
five seats, we ean only rvonclude that it is
the intention of the foreshadowed Bill or
its sponsors to take away n eouple of Conn-
il seats from outhack cotmmmnities and give
them to the over-populated eity.

Hon, J. Cornell: The Constitution will
prevent that,

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN : The Constitu-
tion was mentioned in the last discussion.
particularly in another place. Tt appeared
that the Constitution gave us an assurance
that any allocation of houndarvies in a re-
distribntion of seats must be a collateral
one, inasmuch as altering the houndaries of
the Assembly =eats, it at the same time
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altered the boundaries of the Council Pro-
vineces. That constitutional peoint was raised
and disallowed. Apart from that, I hope
and trust the same reasoning and allocation
will not be part and parcel of the Commis-
sioners’ instroctions when they got ouf to
fix the boundaries of the Council Provinces.
Before sitting down, 1 should like fo say a
word or two about the difference in the ero-
nomic¢ value of our svuthern lands, parti-
calarly in the vieinity of the Xalgan Plains,
due to the application of saperphosphate
und the sowing of c¢lover seeds. All aroun:|
that centre there is a vast area where really
rood settlers have demonstrated that it is
practicable to fully develop that land by those
means. That land dressed with super and
sown with clover is eapable of carrying at
least one sheep to the acre, while much of
it will earry two sheep to the acre. There
is a vast extent of that country, I do not
krow how many thousands of aeres, but not
far from its termination over the Stirling
Ranges we come into one of the highest pro-
duction wheat districts in the State. There
we touch the Borden country and the Gnow-
angerup country. In consideration of the
proved value of those lands by settlers on
the spot, T am hoping that there will be
ennstrueted a continuation of the Karlgarin-
Lake Grace railway from Lake Grace
throngh the Stirling Ranges over the Kal-
gan Plains and right down into the Port
of Albany. That is a national job, and I
hope an entirely new classification of those
lands will be made. We have had a most
unfortunate classification down there. T am
rnot complaining of it, but it was nrrived
at before we knew anything of clovers or
of the natural effeet of superphosphate.
Since the application of those two factors,
the whole economic value has been changed
and we have now justification for building
a line through what was thought a few years
ago to be almost valueless eountry. I have
pleasnre in supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon, E. H. Gray debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9 p.m.

Legislative Hsscmbly,
Wieliomedee, SEat Jdidy, 1929,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL WATER
SUPPLIES.

Mr. THOMSON (for Mr. Latham} usked
the ’remier: 1, What amount of money was
spent on the Narembeen water scheme un-
der the Migration Agreement? 2, What
amount was spent in the FKsperance distriet
on water ~upplies under the Migration
Agreement.

The PREMLER replied: 1, £63,488 8s. 1d.
2, £64,961 15s. 114.

QUESTION—ALSATIAN DOGS,

My, LINDSAY asked the Minister for Ag-
riculture: 1, Is he aware of the resclution
carried at the eonference of Ministers of
Agriculture, held recently in Melbourne, Te-
carding the introduction of legisiation in
the various States to destroy or sterilise
Alsation dogs? 2, Does he intend to intro-
duce a Bill this session in conformity wili
that resolution’

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Ag-
riculture) replied: 1, Yes. 2, The recom-
mendation contained in the resolution iy ve-
ceiving consideration.

QUESTIONS (2)—APPRENTICES,
Trade Quota.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What is the quota of apprentices
to journevmen in the different trades for
which the State Arbitration Court has made



